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F-1  U.S. Department of Commerce, National 1 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 2 

(NOAA) 3 

F-1.1 4 
   5 
The comment is noted. 6 
 7 
F-1.2 8 
 9 
Requirements for consultation including ESA Section 7 consultation are described in Section 6 (p. 6-2) 10 
and also noted in table 1-2 11 
 12 
F-1.3 13 
 14 
Comment noted. 15 
 16 
F-1.4 17 
 18 
Comment noted.  Detailed engineering design and mapping would be part of the project engineering and 19 
design (PED) phase.  The project sponsors would be pleased to provide copies of the final design and 20 
associated mapping to NOAA. 21 
 22 
F-1.5 23 
 24 
Existing subtidal and intertidal aquatic habitat are described in the Biological Resources in chapter 4 of 25 
the Draft SEIR/EIS including a brief discussion of some of the marine communities that utilize these 26 
habitats.  Short-term (construction-related) impacts on marine biological resources including fish (both 27 
common and special-status), tidal mudflat, coastal salt marsh are identified along with mitigation 28 
measures to avoid or reduce the identified impacts.  Long-term benefits are also described in terms of 29 
increases in subtidal aquatic habitat, intertidal aquatic habitat, and coastal salt marsh.  While the 30 
document does not provide a detailed description of future marine communities, these communities would 31 
be expected to be similar to those that currently utilize the subtidal and intertidal aquatic habitats present 32 
at neighboring areas of remnant tidal mudflat and coastal salt marsh.  Marine resource benefits are 33 
estimated by identifying the approximate acreages resultant from the project at maturity. The discussion 34 
of marine resources has been expanded to provide the reader with an improved context for the impact and 35 
benefit discussion. 36 
 37 
F-1.6 38 
 39 
The Consultation and Requirements section in chapter 6 of the SEIR/EIS has been revised to include 40 
discussion of all of the federal laws, regulations, and directives mentioned in the comment, in addition to 41 
several additional state requirements.   42 
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F-1.7 1 
 2 
The project is currently in the conceptual design phase.  The Draft SEIR/EIS has been developed to 3 
incorporate environmental concerns in the conceptual design phase.  A draft Biological Assessment is 4 
currently in preparation for the project.  A draft essential fish habitat (EFH) assessment and a draft 5 
consistency determination will also be developed for the project.  The Consultation and Requirements 6 
section in chapter 6 of the SEIR/EIS has been revised to include an expanded discussion of the 7 
requirements of the Endangered Species Act, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 8 
Management Act, and the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA).  Following conceptual design, the 9 
project (if authorized) would move to the detailed design phase, wherein more of the specific details 10 
necessary for agency consultation would be identified.  At that point, formal consultation and 11 
determination of consistency will  commenc pursuant to these federal requirements.   12 
 13 
Regarding Endangered Species Act consultation, the Corps has begun formal consultation with the U.S. 14 
Fish and Wildlife Service and informal consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service for the 15 
HWRP...  Formal consultation would occur once the detailed design information that USFWS and NMFS 16 
require is developed.  Similar consultation regarding EFH would also occur at that point. 17 
 18 
Regarding consistency with the CZMA, it should be noted that the San Francisco Bay Conservation and 19 
Development Commission (BCDC), which is the state agency that implements the CZMA within the San 20 
Francisco Bay, is a cooperating agency for the project.  While a consistency determination has not been 21 
formally developed and submitted to BCDC, CZMA concerns have been incorporated into project 22 
planning from inception, in large part through the involvement of BCDC.     23 

24 
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F-2  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 1 

(USEPA), Region IX 2 

F-2.1 3 
 4 
The possibility of change in monitoring regime after 5 years has been added to Mitigation Measures BIO-5 
8 and BIO-9.  Change in the monitoring regime may be necessary if the rate, quality, and quantity, are not 6 
meeting restoration goals.  The  Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan for the HWRP has been 7 
updated for the BMKV expansion and added as an appendix to the Final SEIR/EIS. 8 
 9 
F-2.2 10 
 11 
Bioavailability of contaminants has been added as an impact mechanism to the Biological Resources 12 
section of chapter 4.  The document discusses the potential for increased availability of contaminants due 13 
to the use of dredged material and due to the potential for increased mercury methylation in the Water 14 
Quality section (see impacts WQ-1 and WQ-9).  A reference has been added to the Biological Resources 15 
section to direct the reader to this discussion. 16 
 17 
F-2.3 18 
 19 
A review of available monitoring data from Sonoma Baylands project did not identify any monitoring 20 
data for sedimentation off-site.  Thus, there are no data available from the Sonoma Baylands project by 21 
which to expand the assessment of off-site sediment transport in this SEIR/EIS.  Nevertheless, because 22 
the project is essentially designed as a sediment trap, the conclusion that no significant increases in 23 
sedimentation or turbidity off-site remains unchanged.  24 
 25 
F-2.4 26 
 27 
Comment noted. 28 
 29 
F-2.5 30 
 31 
Section corrected as requested. 32 
 33 
F-2.6 34 
 35 
Reference updated. 36 
 37 
F-2.7 38 
 39 
Reference corrected. 40 

41 
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F-3  U.S. Department of Interior, Office of 1 

Environmental Compliance (OEPC) 2 

F-3.1  3 
 4 
Comment noted. 5 

6 
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